
Section 401 Water Quality Certification: General process for projects requiring individual U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Dredge and Fill Permit  
 
 

Project requires individual ACOE 
dredge and fill permit (pursuant to 
CWA Section 404) 

Public meeting scheduled, if 
necessary,  pursuant to Env-Ws 
454.04  

DES transmits letter to applicant acknowledging receipt of public 
notice and need for 401 Water Quality Certification by DES.  

ACOE issues Public Notice of Intent for project (30-day comment period from 
date of issuance of public notice); public notice received by interested parties 
and agencies, including DES. 

Applicant completes and submits application materials to DES; DES 
screens application for administrative completeness.  A complete 
application includes all information and materials listed on the 401 
Certification application form. 

 
DES notifies applicant and ACOE of receipt of complete 
application. 

 
DES issues or denies 401 Water Quality Certification; copies of the decision 
are transmitted to the applicant and ACOE. 
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